NOTICE TO CONSUMER

DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING BEFORE YOU READ THIS PAGE

In the first conversation when you contacted the legal document assistant, did (he or she) explain:

1)
Legal Choices is not an attorney.

2)
Legal Choices that is offering legal document assistant services not a law firm.

3)
Legal Choices cannot represent you in court.

4)
Legal Choices cannot advise you about your legal rights or the law.

5)
Legal Choices cannot select legal forms for you.

Choose one:






Initial:
  
A.
Yes, Legal Choices explained


_____

     
B.
No, Legal Choices did not explain


_____

Date:
_____________________
Signature: 
___________________________

By signing below, I hereby acknowledge receipt of 2003 COURT RULE CHANGES stating the court will automatically schedule a status conference 150 days after the filing of the petition, unless the parties have reached a complete agreement and the final documents have been submitted to the court

Date:
_____________________
Signature: 
___________________________

EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION

I hereby stipulate and agree that any discrepancy or dispute that arises between LEGAL CHOICES and ________________ regarding any provision of this contract shall be heard before, the El Cajon Superior Court, Small Claims Division.  I further stipulate the El Cajon Superior Court shall have the exclusive jurisdiction to resolve all issues.  I also understand that the case may be heard in another venue, however I hereby waive such jurisdiction and agree to be bound to the exclusive jurisdiction of the El Cajon Superior Court, Small Claims Division. 

Date:
_____________________
Signature: 
___________________________

LEGAL DOCUMENT ASSISTANT

CONTRACT FOR SELF-HELP SERVICES

This is a contract between Legal Choices, aka Family Paralegal, and you , for the self-help services described in Part I below, I am the "legal document assistant" and you are the "client"

IMPORTANT NOTICES

1. You should read and understand this entire contract before you sign it. You should understand the kinds of services that I can and cannot perform for you (see Part I below).

2. I am not an attorney. I cannot perform the legal services that an attorney performs. I cannot engage in the practice of law.

3. The county clerk has not evaluated or approved my knowledge or experience, or the quality of my work

4. I cannot keep your original documents if you request that I return them to you. I cannot keep your original documents if you and I do not sign this contract or if this contract terminates (ends) for any reason. I cannot keep your original document after all of the contract services have been provided (see Part I below). It is a violation of California law if I keep your original documents under any of these circumstances.

5. It is a violation of California law if I make any false or misleading statement to you

6. I cannot obtain special favors from, and I do not have any special influence with, any court or any state or federal agency.

7. As required by law, I have filed a bond or made a cash deposit and have registered as a legal document assistant in each county where I will perform services on your behalf.

I. SELF-HELP SERVICES
Kinds of services that I can perform for you: I can perform the following self-help services for you in connection with a legal matter in which you are representing yourself: I can type or otherwise complete, as you specifically direct, legal documents that you have selected. I can provide you general published factual information that was written or approved by an attorney, to help you represent yourself. I can provide you published legal documents.  I can file and serve legal forms and documents as you specifically direct.

These are the only kinds of services that I can perform for you. I cannot provide you any service if you need additional services. If you need additional services, then you require the services of any attorney.

Kinds of services that I cannot perform for you: I cannot provide you any self-help service unless you are representing yourself in a legal matter and the self-help services relates to that legal matter.

I cannot engage in the practice of law. This means that I cannot give you any kind of advice, explanation, opinion or recommendation about possible legal rights, remedies, defenses, strategies or options that you may have. I cannot give you any advice, explanation, opinion or recommendation regarding selection of forms.
I will provide you all the following services (list all services for which the client is being charged:

A. Meeting, prepare initial Uncontested Dissolution of Marriage documents - these services will be performed within 24 hours  - First Payment of  $175.00 with a balance due within 30 days.  

B. There will be an additional charge of $25.00 each time a check is returned by your bank as unpaid, for any reason whatsoever, or stop payments on reimbursements.  In accordance with California law, we may charge an additional three (3) times the amount of any check this is returned by your bank unpaid.

C. There will be a charge of $75.00 each and every time mailed documents are lost in the mail, destroyed, lost by client, or documents which are unacceptable to the court, examples would include but not limited to:  food, drink or other markings, spills, tears and wrinkling.  

D. Any and all unpaid balance shall accrue interest at 10% per annum beyond the 30-day contract period. 

E. Costs and Expenses incurred by Legal Choices, aka Family Paralegal in your case, including but not limited to court copy costs.

You are paying me only for those services listed above and no others. It is unlawful for me to make any guarantee or promise to you unless it is written in this contract and unless I have a factual basis for making the guarantee or promise

II. FEES AND EXPENSES
You agree to pay me the following fees, costs and expenses:

A. A flat fee in the total amount of $350.00 for services, plus costs and expenses including but not limited to charges listed above, to be paid as follows:  $175.00 upon meeting and any balance due within 30 days.

and

B. A rate of $75.00 per hour, not to exceed a total of $1,000.00 for additional services, costs and expenses, which could include but is not limited to subpoena’s or other discovery documents.  I will provide you a statement itemizing all services rendered, expenses incurred, and the balance owed, each time a payment is due.

III. CANCELLATION
You may cancel this contract for any reason within 24 hours after we both have signed it.

If you cancel the contract, I must immediately refund any fees which you have paid me. The only fees that I may keep are fees for services which I have actually, necessarily and reasonably performed on your behalf during the 24-hour period. I cannot keep any fees for services performed during the 24-hour period unless you knew that I would perform those services and you agreed in this contract that I would perform them.

To cancel this contract, send me a written notice stating that you are canceling the contract. Mail the notice by first-class mail with the correct postage, and send it to me at my address (see Part V below). Cancellation takes effect on the date of the postmark on the notice. You can also cancel this contract by delivering a written notice of cancellation to my address within 24-hour period.

You may also cancel this contract at any time if I:


Fail to give you a copy of this contract before providing any services to you, or


Fail to specify in the contract the services which I will perform and the costs for those services, or


Fail to give you a copy of the contract in English and in any other language that you understand and that was principally used in any oral sales presentation or negotiation leading to execution of the contract.

If you cancel this contract for any of these reasons, I must immediately refund in full any fess, which you have paid me.

You may also cancel this contract at any time if you have legal cause.

IV. ATTORNEY'S FEES AND COSTS

In the event of suit or damages arising from this contract or to enforce any of its provisions, the court may award the prevailing party his or her reasonable attorney's fees and costs.

V. DESCRIPTION OF THE PARTIES

Full name:
Gail D. Hahn


Business Name (if different)
Legal Choices, formerly Family Paralegal


Street Address of Business:  10857 Oak Creek Drive


City, State, Zip:  Lakeside, CA 92040


Telephone Number: (619) 390-5487


Fax Number (if any):  (619) 390-9909


Email Address:
legalchoices@cox.net


Registration number in county where services will be provided:   



Date of expiration:   12/26/05



County:  San Diego #7


I have filed a bond or made cash deposit in the following counties:  San Diego

Client – Please Print Clearly


Name of Client:    
_________________________________________________


Street Address::    
_________________________________________________     



City, State, Zip:       
_________________________________________________ 



Telephone number: 
_________________________________________________



Email Address:
_________________________________________________


Title or brief description of the legal matter in which the client is representing himself or herself:

Uncontested Dissolution of Marriage  

VI. SIGNATURES

Signature of Legal Document Assistant                   Gail Hahn                          Date: 04/26/04
Notices to Client
You may obtain information from the local bar association or a legal aid or legal services office regarding free or low-cost representation by a lawyer.

You may contact the local police, sheriff, district attorney or legal aid or legal services office if you believe that you are the victim of fraud, unauthorized practice of law or other injury.

Client ____________________________________ Date    ___________________




(Signature)

THIS CONTRACT IS NOT VALID OR BINDING UNTIL THE LEGAL DOCUMENT ASSISTANT HAS GIVEN ALL CLIENT PARTIES A FULLY EXECUTED COPY OF IT, INCUDING AN ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF IT IN ANY LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH THAT THE CLIENT UNDERSTANDS AND THAT WAS PRINCIPALLY USED IN ANY ORAL SALES PRESENTATION OR NEGOTIATION LEADING TO EXECUTION OF THE CONTRACT.

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 6410, Business and Professions Code, Reference: Sections 6401.6, 6402, 6405, 6408, 6409, 6410. 6411, Business and Professions Code.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AUTHORIZATION BY 
I, hereby specifically acknowledge I have requested LEGAL CHOICES to prepare the documents identified in our contract - and to perform some of these tasks within 24 hours.  I hereby understand and acknowledge the initial fee of $175.00 covers the initial costs for services to be performed within 24 hours and will not be refunded in the event I cancel our contract.   I hereby authorize performance of services stated within the contract within 24 hours by placing my signature below

I further understand that once documents have been prepared by LEGAL CHOICES, I am obligated to pay the costs for the document preparation and final balance, even in the event I elect not to complete my action. 

Dated:    ______________________


____________________________________








(Signature)

By Signing Below:  I, ____________________________ am aware and informed that Gail Hahn or her staff is not Attorneys.  I further understand that attorneys are available to represent me, if I choose, at an additional cost.

Dated:    ______________________


____________________________________








(Signature)

DISCLAIMER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

REGARDING OUTCOME OF CASE

Legal Choices, formerly Family Paralegal has been hired for the sole purpose of performance as a Scribner, to prepare documents in accordance with the information provided and in accordance with instructions provided by , without exception.  

Legal Choices, formerly Family Paralegal makes no representations, warrantees or guarantees regarding the information provided within the prepared documents or any statements regarding the viability, outcome, percentages or possibility of winning, or prevailing in your case, or any portion of your case.

By signing below I hereby acknowledge that no statements have been made and no representations have been made to me regarding the winning of my case.

Dated:    ______________________


____________________________________








(Signature)

2003 COURT CHANGES

“The court shall calendar a status conference 150 days after the filing of the petition, unless the parties have requested that the status conference be held earlier.

A.  Scheduling and Notice.    The court will provide notice of the status conference to all parties.  Each party may request one continuance telephonically at least fifteen days before the scheduled conference date.  Additional continuances may be requested with an ex parte declaration of good cause.  Good cause may consist of, but is not limited to, a showing that significant progress has been made by the parties toward a resolution of the case through settlement, mediation and/or reconciliation. Both counsel and the parties must agree that the status conference should be continued.

B.  Preparation for Conference.  

1.  No later than 30 days prior to the conference, the parties must serve a completed Schedule of Assets and Debts and the Income and Expense Declaration and lodge in the courtroom no earlier than 24 hours before the conference. 

2. Prior to the conference, the parties shall meet and confer over a suggested timetable for resolution of the case.  Such timetable shall include suggested motion and discovery cut-off dates and trial dates.  Parties shall make a good faith effort to obtain written agreements from any experts that the requisite evaluations can be performed within the time specified.

C.  Attendance at Conference.  Parties shall be present at the status conference and shall be fully prepared to discuss the timetable for resolution and other issues raised by the pleadings.   Parties to the action must appear even if represented by counsel.   Any attorney making a special appearance for counsel of record must have actual knowledge of the facts and procedural history of the case.  If one party fails to appear, the court will set the matter for case management and/or trial.

D.  Orders:  The court shall make the following orders at the status conference:

1.  Set a trial date for short cause matters (i.e., those cases which will take 3 hours or less to try.)

2.  Set a date within approximately 6 months of the status conference for a case management conference (“CMC”) in long cause matters.

3.  Set a date for the Exchange of Declarations of Disclosure.

4.  Set a discovery cut-off date.

5.  Set a date for the exchange of expert witnesses information.

6.  Set an FCS date in cases where custody/visitation is at issue and no evaluation or private mediator is involved.

7.  Select expert psychological, appraisal and other witnesses.

8.  Resolve appointment of a Special Master requests made pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 639 and California Rules of Court, rules 244.1 and 244.2.

9.  Determine any issues to be bifurcated.

10.  Any other orders the court deems appropriate for the expeditious resolution of the case.

E.  Sanctions for Noncompliance.  For any noncompliance with this rule, the court will set an order to show cause why sanctions should not be imposed pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 575.2.”

 

